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been a source of great pride and inspi-
ration for many Americans, particu-
larly our Nation’s youth. Of course, it
all got started by the people who were
willing to take risks.

There is probably nobody who has
taken more of a risk than John Ken-
nedy when he made the commitment to
go to the Moon, and he said we go to
the Moon not because it is easy, but be-
cause it is hard. The way to the Moon
was paved by those many men and
women who worked on the programs
Mercury and Gemini, and then ulti-
mately the successful Apollo program.

Of course, following that we had the
tremendous success of our shuttle pro-
gram. The shuttle has proven its dura-
bility and its tremendous versatility, a
vehicle that can go up and come back,
a vehicle that can go up, retrieve sat-
ellites, bring them back to Earth and
then launch them again.

Of course, we recently all across the
world were spellbound by the tremen-
dous success of the unmanned program
to Mars, the Mars Pathfinder, and the
rover Sojourner and how that fas-
cinated not only all Americans, but
particularly our Nation’s youth.

Now we are getting very close to the
point where we will be launching and
assembling our Nation’s space station,
a tremendous international coopera-
tive event involving people not only
here in the United States, but as well
people in Europe and in Japan.

I have with me on my left a diagram
of what the orbiting space station
would look like. In this particular dia-
gram, you can see the shuttle in the
background there docked to the space
station, and it is delivering another
element.

This will be hopefully becoming a re-
ality in the next 12 to 18 months. We
have some ongoing serious problems
that we need to work through with the
Russians and their failure to fund their
components of the space station, but if
we are really going to have an ongoing,
growing space program, one of the
things we need to overcome is the prob-
lem of the high cost of getting pay-
loads into orbit.

One of the ways we are hoping to do
that is with this vehicle shown here in
this poster, the X–33, the next reusable
launch vehicle. This a vehicle that is
being developed right now by Lock-
heed-Martin out in California, and this
vehicle hopefully will dramatically re-
duce the cost of getting payloads into
orbit.

The goal or desire is to reduce the
cost by a factor of 10, because that is
one of the most expensive things about
us going into space, is the actual cost
of getting a pound from the surface up
into orbit. This vehicle will be very
similar to the shuttle, in that it will go
up and come back and go up and come
back, but will be using new modern
technology that we all hope, all of us
here in the House of Representatives,
but as well all of those men and women
that work in our space program at
places like Kennedy Space Center and

Johnson Space Center, at the Jet Pro-
pulsion Center in Pasadena, CA, we
hope it will dramatically lower the
cost so we can do more. What do we
want to do? What are our hopes and
dreams in terms of the future of going
up into space, and what would we like
to be able to accomplish?

Well, this next poster I have here
shows something that I think has some
real potential. It shows men and
women working on the surface of the
moon and doing what? Well, one of the
proposals that has been put forward is
that we may be able to collect solar en-
ergy on the Moon and actually send it
by microwave beams. The technology
on this has all been worked out. It is
not new technology. Send it to the
Earth in a way that we could get elec-
tricity so we would not have to use nu-
clear powerplants and use fossil fuels.
You are talking about a completely
clean way to generate abundant forms
of electrical power. If we can develop
cheaper, more inexpensive ways to get
payloads into orbit, it may be possible
for us to reduce the cost of electricity
to as little as 3 cents per kilowatt.

Madam Speaker, I encourage all our
colleagues to support the Nation’s
space program and the tremendous
promise that it holds.
f

SUPPORT CARL D. PERKINS VOCA-
TIONAL-TECHNICAL EDUCATION
AMENDMENTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 21, 1997 the gentleman from Texas
[Mr. REYES], is recognized during
morning hour debates for 5 minutes.

Mr. REYES. Madam Speaker, today
we will continue consideration of the
Carl D. Perkins Vocational Education
amendments. I rise this afternoon to
support vocational education because
of its importance to this country and
to my district of El Paso, TX. Carl Per-
kins provides Federal funding to im-
prove the quality of vocational edu-
cation and to provide access to quality
vocational education to special popu-
lations which include disadvantaged
students.

My home in El Paso is one of the
poorest districts in this country. Many
students there cannot afford to attend
college. Vocational education, espe-
cially as funded through Carl Perkins,
provides these students the skills that
they need to move immediately into
higher paying jobs, and upon gradua-
tion for some it provides the skills de-
veloped that will set them for a career
path in life. For others, vocational edu-
cation provides job opportunities which
will allow individuals to work and to
save for college in their future.

Schools in my district are using this
funding to teach our kids in innovative
ways and to prepare them for the work-
ing world or to continue their edu-
cation and college if they so choose.

I was very disappointed to learn that
the bill excludes a requirement to
spend vocational education funds for

programs for single parents and preg-
nant women. The Ysleta School Sys-
tem in my district has developed a very
important program which could make
use of such funds.

This program at Ysleta Academy of
Science and Technology helps teenage
parents through its Teen Parenting
Academy and the Teen Parenting Pro-
gram, which takes pregnant students
out of the regular classroom and pro-
vides them academic and vocational
education.

The Teen Parenting Academy uses
State funds for academics and Carl
Perkins funds for vocational education.
Within 6 weeks of the child’s birth,
other schools would send the student
back to regular classes. This program,
however, allows students to complete
their academic career at the Teen
Parenting Academy.

Normally teenage parents, male and
female, have a very high dropout rate,
especially soon after their babies are
born. In this program, however, stu-
dents stay in school, complete their
academic education and learn a voca-
tion. The dropout rate for single par-
ents in the Teen Parenting Academy is
well below the national and local drop-
out average.

Continued vocational education fund-
ing for single pregnant women and sin-
gle parents would help this school con-
tinue to provide these kids opportuni-
ties that they might otherwise miss,
and it helps to keep these kids from
falling into the vicious cycle of pov-
erty.

The support a bipartisan amendment
offered by the gentlewoman from Ha-
waii [Mrs. MINK], the gentlewoman
from Maryland [Mrs. MORELLA], the
gentlewoman from California [Mrs.
SANCHEZ], and others, which will re-
store this requirement.

I believe that quality education is
the key to helping children and adults
in communities like mine to raise their
standard of living. We must, therefore,
continue to provide Federal support for
important educational programs like
Carl D. Perkins. The way to make this
country a better, more productive soci-
ety is to increase the educational level
of all its residents.
f

A TRIBUTE TO HENRY SALVATORI

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 21, 1997, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia [Mr. ROHRABACHER] is recognized
during morning hour debates for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Madam Speak-
er, one of the great opportunities of
this job of being a Member of Congress
is to officially bid farewell to great
people. One such great American re-
cently passed away. He was a teacher,
a patriot, and a friend. His name was
Henry Salvatori.

Many Americans have no idea who
Henry Salvatori was, but to many of us
who are politically active and followed
behind the scenes what has happened in
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